
xx 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
1 November 2019 

 

 
 

 HOME is a trading name of 

Greater Manchester Arts Ltd 

a company limited by guarantee, 

registered in England and Wales 

No: 1681278 

 

Registered office 2 Tony Wilson Place 

Manchester M15 4FN. Charity No: 

514719 

 

 

 
 

MANCHESTER POET, PLAYWRIGHT, AND PERFORMER CHANJE KUNDA’S 

ONE-WOMAN SHOW PLANT FETISH COMES TO HOME MANCHESTER 
 

Manchester-based poet, playwright, and performer Chanje Kunda debuts her 

new one-woman show Plant Fetish - which first appeared as a work-in-progress 

performance in HOME’S Push Festival in January this year - at HOME for four 

performances, Wed 27 - Sat 30 Nov 2019. Plant Fetish will then go on a UK tour in 

2020.  

 

Chanje Kunda was suffering with stress and anxiety when she first discovered 

that plants soothe the soul - plants are trending with millennials and there are 

hashtags on Instagram such as #plants which has 32 million posts, and 

#plantsofinstagram with nearly four million posts. 

 

She discovered a book called Plant Style that explained that plants reduce 

stress, and increase creativity and productivity, before learning that some 

women in Mexico, fed up with men, were getting married to trees in lavish 

wedding ceremonies which also drew attention to the major environmental issue 

https://homemcr.org/production/plant-fetish/
https://homemcr.org/event/push-festival-2019/
https://wordery.com/plant-style-alana-langan-9780500501030


 

of mass deforestation. This development also flagged up the issue of women's 

success in life being judged by their marital status. 

 

Trees aren’t very talkative, but they are tall, do great things for the planet, and 

are renowned for their wood. Inspired, Chanje surrendered to this notion. Chanje 

fell in love with plants: fleshy succulents, cheese-plant monsteras’ hand-shaped 

leaves, the Venus flytrap, the twining of a creeper. The pressures of life drifted 

away. While we are forever comparing our lives to those of others on social 

media and the superficial numbers game that is dating via online apps, Plant 

Fetish inspires you to embrace foliage over FOMO! 

 

Plant Fetish show maps this journey, and features a harem of stunning tropical 

plants adorning the stage. There will be music and movement, dramatic 

narrative and metaphors of growth and renewal. And to cap it all, the show 

ends on a climax... 

 

“I started buying and cultivating lots of plants in a bid to save myself and the 

planet from impending demise,” Chanje explains. “It changed my life and I 

decided to make a show about it. The show is a celebration of diversity, and is 

designed to inspire people to reclaim the right to experience joy, to dance and 

enjoy exotic plants and nature, outside of the ideologies that make people 

stressed out in the first place. Engaging with plants and nature is a pleasurable 

way to lead more enjoyable and less stressful lives by becoming mindful of the 

beauty of creation.” 

 

PERFORMANCE CALENDAR 

Wed 27 November 2019, 19:30 

Thu 28 November 2019, 19:30 (press night performance) 

Fri 29 November 2019, 19:30 

Sat 30 November 2019, 19:30 

 

TICKETS 

£12.50 (concessions £10.50) 

 

https://homemcr.org/production/plant-fetish/ 

@home_mcr 

#PlantFetish 

 

For further information, images or interviews and to request press night tickets 

(press night Thu 28 Nov 2019), please contact: Mike Barnett, HOME Media and 

Communications Manager, +44 (0) 161 212 3462, or mike.barnett@HOMEmcr.org 

 

https://homemcr.org/production/plant-fetish/
mailto:mike.barnett@HOMEmcr.org
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
HOME is Manchester’s centre for international contemporary culture. Since opening in May 2015, 

HOME has welcomed over two million visitors to its two theatres, five cinemas, art gallery, book 

shop and restaurants. HOME works with international and UK artists to produce extraordinary 

theatrical experiences, producing an exciting mix of thought-provoking drama, dance and 

festivals, with a strong focus on international work, new commissions and talent development. 

After Plant Fetish, the next HOME shows are The Manchester Project at Christmas presented by 

HOME, in association with Monkeywood Theatre (5-21 Dec 2019), The Slightly Annoying Elephant 

presented by Little Angel Theatre (5-29 Dec), and Roots presented by 1927, Edinburgh 

International Festival, HOME, Spoleto Venue USA, and Theatre de la Ville (11-21 Dec 2019). 

HOME’s ambition is to push the boundaries of form and technology, to experiment, have fun, 

take risks and share great new art with the widest possible audience. The patrons of HOME are 

Danny Boyle, actress Suranne Jones, playwright and poet Jackie Kay MBE, artists Rosa Barba and 

Phil Collins, filmmaker Asif Kapadia, and actress and author Meera Syal CBE. www.homemcr.org 

| @HOME_mcr | Facebook HOMEmcr 

 

CHANJE KUNDA is a Manchester-based playwright, poet and performance artist who performs 

nationally and internationally. As a poet she has performed alongside Benjamin Zephaniah and 

Linton Kwesi Johnson, and at the Royal Albert Hall London, Calabash Literature Festival Jamaica, 

Black Magic Woman Festival Amsterdam, Apples and Snakes at Soho Theatre, and the Latitude 

Festival. She has also been published in literary journals and anthologies, as well has having 

Amsterdam, a full-length solo collection published by Crocus Books. She beat off stiff competition 

and won The Verb’s New Voices Award run by the BBC, New Writing North, and Arts Council 

England. Chanje also won a year-long Artist Residency in 2012 at the Heesterveld Creative 

Community in the Amsterdam, where she performed extensively in the Netherlands. 

www.chanjekunda.com | @ChanjeKunda 

 

Did you know that HOME is a charity? We need your support to bring the best 

film, theatre and art to Manchester and inspire the next generation. Get involved 

at www.homemcr.org/support 

https://homemcr.org/production/the-manchester-project-at-christmashttp:/bit.ly/2BfSp9D
https://homemcr.org/production/the-slightly-annoying-elephant
https://homemcr.org/production/roots-2/
http://www.homemcr.org/
https://www.chanjekunda.com/
file:///C:/Users/mike.barnett/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Mail%20Downloads/ABCAB86F-B18D-45A8-B067-C0E2E3BBAFD7/Theatre%20&%20performance/Word/www.homemcr.org/support

