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ALIYAH HUSSAIN: ALWAYS MYSTERIES OF THE TONGUE
Sat 27 Jul – Sun 15 Sep. Granada Foundation Galleries 1 & 2.
Aliyah Hussain presents a new series of ceramics, drawing, painting and collage, to explore the complexities of 
communication using elements from science fiction.

Borrowing from a wide range of contemporary, historical and futuristic sources, the work explores different 
ways of depicting and constructing language. Drawing inspiration from various visual sources such as emojis, 
hieroglyphs, graffiti tags, coding and neon signs, the work is also influenced by active networks of ‘conlangers’ 
who work to invent new methods of communication and to improve existing ones.

Using elements from three different science fiction texts as a framework from which to remix elements of speculative 
storytelling, Always Mysteries of the Tongue is presented across two fictional time periods, both set in futures far 
from now. Using elements of worldbuilding, the project is an imaginary pictorial language system, presented firstly in 
the Utopian year of 2819 and then nine hundred years later when information has been lost and the imagery is taken 
out of context and rendered into decorative abstract forms, using repetition, speculation and collage.

Aliyah Hussain is a multidisciplinary artist based in Manchester, who is influenced by themes found within feminist 
science fiction. Aliyah works across performance, sound, ceramic sculpture, drawing and collage.

www.aliyahhussain.co.uk

Continues overleaf...



GRANADA FOUNDATION GALLERY 1: SUMMER 2819…

Set in the first of two distant futures, is the unveiling of a large public artwork which debuts an ambitious pictorial 
language system made using a mixture of ancient, contemporary and futuristic porcelain forms. The work presented 
pays homage to the efforts and energies of collective language projects and experiments. This ceramic mural is inspired 
by Láadan, a feminist language constructed by linguist and science fiction author Suzette Haden Elgin, who created 
the language as a 10-year experiment starting in 1984 and placed the work within a Science Fiction trilogy called 
Native Tongue. At the end of the 10 years Elgin declared the experiment a failure although there are dedicated users 
and improvers of the language still active online. 

GRANADA FOUNDATION GALLERY 2: 900 YEARS LATER… 

Set hundreds of years after the first time period, when the language has long been forgotten, the works reference 
the fruits of a post-apocalyptic archaeological dig. Trying to unearth the secrets of the past to piece together the 
fragments of language, symbols and codes without the framework of the original language. A collection of drawings, 
paintings and prints that rebuild, repeat, reduce and reimagine as the porcelain forms are rediscovered from the past. 
This body of work is inspired by Motel of the Mysteries, a short story by David Macaulay, about an archaeological dig 
of an American motel, where profound cultural reasoning is misapplied onto found objects - the toilet seat becomes a 
necklace, toothbrushes become earrings and a dresser becomes a shrine. A tongue in cheek look at our attempts to 
mythologise the past. 

WORK AVAILABLE FOR SALE 

All works in the exhibition are for sale, please contact visualart@homemcr.org for more information. 

A series of three Risograph prints are available in the shop. Edition of 15 @ £25 each. 

There is also an edition of ceramic jewellery available in the shop. Edition of 10 with prices between £25 - £45.
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