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From the Flesh and Stone series 

HOME Projects announces new exhibition  

Of Flesh and Stone by Tom Baskeyfield & Mario Popham  

Fri 9 Mar - Sun 29 Apr 

• Exhibition of fascinating drawing and photography investigating how we have 

shaped, and been shaped, by stone 

• Of Flesh and Stone explores the complex socio-political history of North Wales 

and how its story is inextricably linked to this natural substance that has been, 

and continues to be vital to human civilisation 

HOME is delighted to announce Of Flesh and Stone, the next exhibition in its popular 

HOME Projects strand, spanning across both of the venue’s Granada Foundation 

walls.  

Humans, over many centuries, have chipped, split and blasted stone, re-configuring 

hillsides and moving mountains. Through a dialogue between drawing (embossed 

rubbing) and photography, artist Tom Baskeyfield and photographer Mario Popham 

aim to bring to the fore these layers of our shared history. 

Forming the second part of the artists’ project Shaped by Stone, the exhibition  

 

 



 

highlights a causal relationship between the post-industrial landscape of North  

Wales and the urban rooftops of Manchester.   

The mountains of North Wales have been transformed by the large-scale extraction 

of slate, disseminated to feed the demands of the Industrial Revolution. By recording 

the scars and remnants of this conquest, Baskeyfield and Popham examine a past 

dependence on rock that continues to shape the human narratives unfolding within 

these hills and valleys.  

Meanwhile, in a Northern city forged by the very same forces of industry, the 

remnants of these mountainsides endure amongst the glass, concrete and steel. 

 

Tom Baskeyfield said: “Over recent years my practice has developed in response to 

the ecological crisis we find ourselves in, and a concern for how we got here. I am 

moved to seek out the connections and relationships we have with each other and 

the earth. This takes me back to the land where I am drawn, in particular, to fields 

and quarries as potential bridging places, sites of interaction between ourselves and 

the planet. The relationship we have with the land is deeply complex, formed over 

millennia. I see art as a lens, and a language, to explore this relationship and to 

respond and communicate.” 

 

Mario Popham added: “Walter Benjamin tells us ‘the present comprises the entire 

history of mankind as an enormous abridgement’. I see photography as a means to 

make a lyrical enquiry into our common history, the ways in which we live with our 

past and our ever-shifting relationship to the natural world.” 

 

– ends – 

 

For further information please contact: Elisa Ruff, HOME Senior Media and 

Communications Manager, +44 (0)161 212 3461, or elisa.ruff@HOMEmcr.org 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

HOME, Manchester’s centre for international contemporary art, theatre, film and books, officially 

opened its doors in 2015. HOME is a place for curiosity seekers, for lovers of the dramatic, the digital and 

the deeply engaging; for radicals and reciprocators. HOME’s international contemporary visual art 

programme is dedicated to presenting new commissions by emerging and established artists of 

regional, national and international significance. Our focus is bold, visual storytelling that probes and 

provokes. For 2017-18, HOME’s visual art programme explores the challenges of democracy, political 

deceit and change. The patrons of HOME are Danny Boyle, former National Theatre Artistic Director 

Nicholas Hytner, actress Suranne Jones, playwright and poet Jackie Kay MBE, artists Rosa Barba and 

Phil Collins, filmmaker Asif Kapadia, and actress and author Meera Syal CBE. www.homemcr.org | 

@HOME_mcr 

Tom Baskeyfield is a multidisciplinary visual artist interested in relationships between people, place, 

nature and landscape. In 2011, he was awarded an MA in Art and Environment from Falmouth 

University for his project Of Time in Field, in which he immersed himself in the life of a field for one crop 

cycle. Tom has exhibited across the UK, showing as part of the Walking Encyclopedia at AirSpace in 

Stoke on Trent, Hevva! Hevva! at the Eden Project, Cornwall and Soil Culture at Falmouth University. 

 

Mario Popham is a photographer of Japanese and English descent who is currently based in 

Manchester, UK. He received his B.A. honours in photography at Manchester School of Art in 2007 and 

has since continued to work on personal projects and commissions. His interests mainly lie in man’s 

paradoxical relationship to nature and how this finds expression within the post-industrial British 

landscape. He was a recipient of the Magenta Flash Forward Emerging Photographer Award 2013 and 

his work has been exhibited extensively in the U.K and abroad. 

 

Did you know that HOME is a charity? We need your support to bring the best film, theatre 

and art to Manchester and inspire the next generation. Get involved at 

homemcr.org/support   


